A Mediator
Text: Job 9:32-35
Readings: 
	Job 9 

Hebrews 2 

Theme: In his suffering and despair Job longed for a mediator to intercede between him and God. 
Purpose: To show that God has provided Jesus to mediate between us and God in our suffering & sin. 

Congregation, 
There are times when problems develop between two people or between two groups. That can happen in industrial relationships, in families, and between individuals. Sometimes these problems become so complex and so deep-seated that we can't sort them out on our own. It is too much for us. The relationship has deteriorated so much that we have lost our sense of perspective; we can't be objective any more. 
When the problem gets to that stage then we need some outside assistance. We need someone else to step in. We need someone to mediate between us, someone to help us sort things out. Someone who can understand both sides of the situation, who is impartial and yet sympathetic, who is wise and fair. 
Job was looking for someone like this. He was looking for a person who would help him in his troubles. Someone who could help him sort out his difficulties with the Lord. His friends hadn't been any help to him as far as that was concerned. Their solution seemed simplistic. They thought there was a direct connection between a person's sin and their suffering. But to Job that seemed quite wrong. But in their discussions together they had not been able to resolve this conflict. 
So Job cried out to God for "someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon both of us."
Today we want to look at how Job cried out for a Mediator, and then consider how God provided a Mediator. 

JOB'S CRY FOR A MEDIATOR 
As Job thought about God and about his suffering he realised that he was only a small fellow before an almighty God. He wanted to argue out this whole matter with God but he realised that God was "not a man" like him. vs 32.... It wasn't as though they could sit across a table from each other and discuss this as equals. No, there was a huge distance between God and him. 
The utter greatness of God is a major theme of this book. Job and his friends agree that God is all-powerful and all-mighty. Job expresses that in chp 9:4-13 in a beautiful poem about the majesty of God as the Creator. Job realises that he is small & insignificant before the Lord. 
But he is also conscious of his sin. This is what prompts his question in vs 2: "How can a mortal be righteous before God?" How could he possibly justify himself before God? Even if he was brave enough to enter into a dispute with the lord he would not be able to answer God's questions - not even one out of a 1000! 
He realised that despite his upright and blameless life he was still a sinner before a mighty God. Read: vs 30-31.... 
We need to realise this too. We are all in this position. All our morality is useless. We cannot make ourselves right with God. 
Our good works and clean living are not enough to get our name in the book of life, to have us enrolled in heaven. 
Job too was very aware of his small and sinful position before God. 
But he had lots of questions to ask God 
Job wondered, Why is this happening to me?! Why does a God is good and just do all this? 
As we have seen, his friends had an answer for this - you sinned and so you are suffering - this seemed too neat and tidy for Job. 
It is true that the book of Proverbs teaches that the Lord blesses those who love while he punishes the wicked. But that is a general and overall assessment, and the books of Job and Ecclesiastes point out that it isn't always like this. 
We also know from the Scriptures that God sends rain and sunshine of the good and the evil, and suffering can come to believers and unbelievers. 
So Job couldn't find any ready answers to the question of, Why!? Nor can we. We often don't know the answer to this question. 
The other question he struggled with was, How can I get close to God? 
Scientists have discovered what they call "black holes" in the universe - vast empty spaces of nothingness. Job felt as though he was in a black hole spiritually. He felt as though he was sliding into deep despair. In vs 34 he mentions that God's terror was frightening him. He felt far away from God, at a great distance, alienated. He felt as though God had withdrawn himself from him, hidden himself away. 
So he says in vs 35 that he feels as though he cannot speak to the Lord. 
This chapter describes the lowest point of his suffering. He sinks into great desolation, into deep despondency. 
His pain and depression distort his thinking. He doesn't see things clearly any more. 
He doesn't think straight. His perspective is warped and twisted. In his pain and sorrow he says things that are untrue. Read vs 16....
He despairs of God's mercy, Read vs 17-18....
He believes God is unjust, Read vs 22....
Here is Job at his most cynical and sceptical. 
But let's not be too hard on him. He was speaking out of his great suffering. Here are the words of a man who has lost all he had, who is racked by pain, who is misunderstood by his friends.
Let's not be too hard on each other in times of grief either. Don't be too quick to correct people in their statements or their questions. Allow them their expressions of sorrow. God does not condemn Job for his questions and he doesn't condemn us either. 
In his despair Job longs for God. 
His great longing in all this is to be close to the Lord. That is what he misses the most. He misses that covenant relationship, that easy, natural walk with the Lord that he once enjoyed. William Cowper expressed this feeling in the words of a hymn: 
Where is that blessedness I knew,
When first I sought the Lord?
Where is that soul refreshing view.
Of Jesus and his word?" (Ps H. 453) 
This same feeling can come over us at times. You too might feel as though God is far away from you, at a distance, removed from your situation. You might feel as though he has hidden his face. Your prayers don't seem to get through and the Bible doesn't seem to speak to you any longer. 
Job experienced all of this and he wanted to be close to God once again, to know the joy of his presence, to see His face, to know that God is with him. 
This is why he longed for someone to help him. He felt that the problem between God and him was too great for him to solve on his own. That's what prompted the cry of vs 33: 
"If only there was someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon both of us."
He longed for a mediator. He longed for someone to help him. Someone to arbitrate between them; someone to help settle this dispute; to plead his cause; to represent him. 
Here, out of his deepest moment of despair, comes a flash of insight! Here is Job speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Here the fog in his mind clears for a moment of illumination. Here is a shaft of sunlight breaking through the clouds! If only there were someone to mediate between us! 

GOD PROVIDED SUCH A MEDIATOR 
In the Old Testament God had anticipated a request like this. God had provided a way for people to draw near to him through human mediators.
In the early days of Israel's history Moses was the great Mediator between God and his people.
Later on God set up the priesthood and the system of sacrifices. People could draw near to God through the priests who would offer sacrifices on their behalf. 
Job doesn't mention these human mediators. 
As we saw in earlier sermons, he lived outside of Israel and so he may not have known about the priests and Levites. 
He may even have lived in the days of Abraham before God had even instituted this system. 
Job did not receive what he longed for - rather God came to him directly and answered his questions. 
But Job's cry anticipates the mediator of the New Covenant. 
He did not realise how prophetic his words would be, but God provided the perfect mediator. God the father provided just the person Job longed for and looked for.
The Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Tim 2:5 that there is "one God and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus." 
Jesus is a just mediator. 
We might think that because he was God, the second person of the trinity, that Jesus would be biased on the side of God the Father. But he was also fully man, and so he understands us. He shared in our humanity. He was made "like his brothers in every way so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God." 
Because he is both God and man he can represent both God and man. In the words of Job, he can "lay his hand" upon both parties, identifying with both. 
He is as much on our side as he is on God's side; although we should remember that he did not come to "take sides" but to make peace. This is what he came to do. This is why he was born. This is why he died. This is why he was called the "Prince of Peace". 
So he is a just and fair mediator. 
He is also a sympathetic mediator. 
He can truly represent the Lord God because he is God. He understands God's justice and righteousness. He know the 'whys?' and 'wherefores?' of all that God has done, is doing, and will do. As part of the triune God He has planned out the whole scheme of salvation with the Father and the Spirit, from beginning to end. He understands how our suffering fits into this great plan. 
But he is also sympathetic to us as well, because he is one of us. He understands our suffering because he himself suffered. In fact, God made him "perfect through suffering". "He came to his own", the Apostle John says, "and his own did not receive him". He suffered rejection, humiliation, loneliness, misunderstanding, and death itself. He understands you because He has experienced what you experience. 
In Jesus we have what Job longed for. In Jesus we have the mediator Job cried out for. 
This doesn't protect us from suffering. 
It doesn't wrap us in cotton wool. 
It doesn't free us from all ills. 
It doesn't answer all our questions. 
But if you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and trust in him you have a mediator between God and you who understands you. 
When you are in deep despair you can be assured that God hears you.
When you feel overwhelmed by a knowledge of your sin you can know that Jesus has paid the price for that sin.
When you feel as though God is far away you can draw comfort from the knowledge that he is close by you, through the Lord Jesus and His Spirit.
When you feel abandoned you must remember the promise of the Lord Jesus: "I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you" (John 14:18). 
Here is the good news of the gospel. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
He was sent into this world to reconcile us to God. For "there is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus." 
He is the One able to lay his hand upon you and bring you near to God. 
Amen. 

